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Uz patym rokem je Egemen Bagis
velvyslancem Turecké republiky v Cesku.
I s rodinou si zamiloval nejen Prahu
a s nadsenim hovori o ¢esko-tureckych
vztazich. Nejen o téch soucasnych, ale
predevsim o budoucich, o takovych, jaké by
si predstavoval.
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remaifls our main objective.

Egemen Bags is serving his fifth year as
Turkiye's Ambassador to the Czech Republic.
Both he and his family fell in love with more than
just Prague, and he speaks about Czech-Turkish
relations with great enthusiasm. Not only about
their current state, either, but also about the
future, and how he envisions they might turn out.
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Text Lucie Burdova Foto archiv Egemena Bagise / Photo archives of Egemen Bagis

N o uradu jste nastupoval v roce
D 2019 s planem navysit obrat
- obchodu mezi nasimi zemémi na
pét miliard dolard. Podarilo se to?
Navyseni bilateralniho obchodu bylo
a stéle je nasi prioritou. Jestlize v roce
2019 se ro¢ni obrat obchodu mezi nasimi
zemémi pohyboval okolo t¥i miliard
dolart, tak ted mohu s radosti konstatovat,
Ze jsme cilovy obrat pét miliard dolart
prekonali, podle oficidlnich ¢eskych
statistik jsme v roce 2023 doséhli obratu
skoro Sest miliard. Takovy skokovy narast
se podaril hlavné diky nasi intenzivni
snaze a inovativnim iniciativam.
I navzdory pandemii a vélce na Ukrajiné
hospodarské subjekty z obou zemi
dokazaly udrzet tok obchodu.

Navysenti bilateralniho
obchodu bylo a stdle je
nasi prioritou.

Daly by se nékteré oblasti spoluprace
popsat jako tradi¢ni?

Sektory, které nejvic prispély do
zminénych ¢isel, jsou hlavné automobilovy
pramysl a dily, strojnictvi, elektronika

a ocel. Jedna se o dlouhotrvajici trend,
ktery uz néjakou dobu pozorujeme. Ale

za zminku stoji i dalsi produkty — hlinik,
plasty, guma, odévy, Sperky a v neposledni
radé také obranny pramysl. V budoucnost
nasi spoluprace vkladam velké nadéje,
hlavné co se obranného primyslu tyce,
ten totiz nejen podpoti oboustranny
obchod, ale jako ¢leny NATO a spojence
nas jesté vice sblizi. Jak jisté vite, Turecko
vyrabi jedny z celosvétove nejlepsich
vojenskych dront, které uz prokazaly
svou bezkonkurencni u¢innost v mnoha
konfliktech, véetné Ukrajiny a Karabachu.
Mohu s radosti oznamit, ze Turecko je
pripraveno pridat Ceskou republiku na
seznam zemi, které budou moci tyto
vyjimecné stroje vyuzivat.

Planuje Turecko v nejbliZsich letech né&jaky
vyznamny projekt nebo investici v Cesku?
Investice jsou jen dalsim nastrojem
ekonomické spoluprace. Turecko uz
dlouhou dobu hosti ¢eské investory hlavné
v oblasti energetiky. Tési nés, Ze Ceské

a turecké spolecnosti nejen ze buduji

silnd partnerstvi v oblasti mobility nebo
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© Egemen Bagis (narodil

: se v roce 1970 v Bingdlu)
© jeuzod roku 2019

i velvyslancem Tureckeé

. republiky v Cesku.

» Je byvaly clen tureckého
parlamentu a byvaly
ministr pro EU a hlavni
vyjednavac Turecka pri
pristupovych jednanich
s Evropskou uni.

» Kdysi také zastaval roli
prezidenta Federace
turecko-americkych
asociaci, coz je
zastresujici organizace
tureckych American( se
sidlem v New Yorku.

» Je drzitel titulu bakalare
umeni v oboru fizeni
lidskych zdroju a také
magisterskeého titulu
v oboru verejné spravy,
oba z Baruch College na
City University of New
York. Takeé ziskal titul PhD
v oboru Management
na Aydin University
v Istanbulu.

» Je Zenaty a ma dvé déti.

Interview

ou entered office in 2019 with
aplan to increase the volume of

trade between our countries to

USD 5 billion. Did you manage to achieve
i this goal?

Increasing the volume of bilateral trade

has been a priority for us. While in 2019
the annual volume of trade between our

countries was around 3 billion USD, now
[ am pleased to say that our countries

have already exceeded the target volume

of 5 billion USD and, according to official

figures from Czech statistics, reached
more than 6 billion USD in 2023. We have

seen an incremental growth in the figures
since 2019 mainly thanks to our intensive
efforts and innovative initiatives. Despite

: the pandemic and the war in Ukraine,

economic operators from both countries

managed to keep the trade flowing.

i Could some areas of our mutual
: cooperation be described as traditional?
: Automotive and parts, machinery,

electronics and steel have been the
sectors making more contribution than
others in the aforementioned figures.

This is an ongoing trend that we have
i been observing for a long time. But

some product groups such as aluminum,

i plastics, rubber, apparel, jewelry and last
i but not least, the defense industry, are

also worth mentioning. I am quite hopeful
about the future of our cooperation
especially regarding the defense industry,

which will not only boost our bilateral
i trade but will also bond both NATO

Increasing the volume
of bilateral trade has
been a priority for us.

member allies even closer. As you know,

i Turkiye produces some of the world's best
i military drones which have proved their

i unparalleled efficiency in many conflict

areas including Ukraine and Karabakh.
I am happy to announce that Turkiye

is ready to add the Czech Republic to
i thelist of countries that can use these

exceptional products.

Is Tiirkiye planning any significant

projects/investments in the Czech

Republic within the next few years?
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ve farmaceutickém pramyslu, ale také
vznik4 spolupréce a investiéni projekty

v relativné novych odvétvich, kterymi
jsou e-commerce a financni technologie.
Abychom podporili vznik novych projektt,
samozrejmeé neustéle sledujeme ceské
predpisy a politikuy, co se zahraniénich
investic tyce, a v nasich spole¢nostech
udrzujeme aktualni znalosti zdejsich
podminek. Mistni ekosystém a podpora
pro start-upy a spolec¢nosti zabyvajici

se informac¢nimi a komunika¢nimi
technologiemi, jsou pro turecké
podnikatele velmi zajimavé. Ale co urcité
stoji za zminku, jsou ponékud naroc¢né
procesy ziskavani viz a chybéjici pracovni
sily, coz jsou z pohledu potencidlnich
tureckych investort klicové vyzvy.

TakzZe je porad velky prostor pro
zlepsSovani a rozsifovani spoluprace?
Vérim, ze jak v obchodu, tak v investicich
je porad prostor pro zlepseni. O¢ekavame,
Ze vzajemné navstévy na ministerské
urovni spoleéné s obchodnimi delegaty
by pomohly firmam tvortit nové kontakty
a doufejme také nové smlouvy. Jak uz bylo
zminéno, obrana, elektromobilita, nébytek,
obalové materidly a kovoprimysl, stejné
jako logistika a informacéné-komunikacni
technologie by byly z téch, kde by se

v budoucnu spolupréace mohla zvysit.
Dodavatelé a spolecnosti v oblasti

S Ceskym ministrem zahranici Janem Lipavskym. /
With the Czech Minister of Foreign Affairs Jan
Lipavsky.
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Egemen Bagis (born

in 1970 in Bingdl) has

been the Ambassador

of Tiirkiye to the Czech

Republic since 2019.

» He is a former
Member of the Turkish
Parliament, and the
former Minister for
EU Affairs and chief
Negotiator of Turkiye in
accession talks with the
European Union.

» He also formerly served
as the President of the
Federation of Turkish
American Associations,
the New York-based
umbrella organization of
Turkish-Americans.

» He holds a Bachelor
of Arts degree in
Human Resources
Management as well
as a Masters degree in
Public Administration,
both from the Baruch
College of the City
University of New York.
H.E. Mr. Egemen Bagls
also received a Ph.D.
degree in Management
from the Istanbul Aydin
University.

» He is married and has
two children.

Investments are just another means
of economic cooperation. Turkiye has

been hosting Czech investors mainly in
i the energy sector for a long time. We

are pleased to see Czech and Turkish
companies building strong partnerships
in the mobility sector, or in the pharma

Helping those in need
is an integral part of
our heritage.

industry, as well as cooperation and
investment projects in relatively new
areas such as fintech and e-commerce. To
encourage new projects, we continuously
follow the Czech Republic's regulations
and policies on foreign investments, and

keep our companies up to date about
¢ the landscape here. The ecosystem

and incentives for start-ups and ICT
companies is of interest for Turkish
entrepreneurs. However, I might mention

tough visa procedures and lack of labor

supply as key challenges, from the

perspective of potential Turkish investors.

So there is still a lot of room for improving
and broadening our cooperation?

I believe that there is still room for
improvement both in trade and
investment. We expect that mutual

visits at the Ministerial level, along with
i business delegates, would help businesses
i to make new contacts and, hopefully, new

contracts. As already mentioned, defense,
e-mobility, furniture, cable, packaging
materials and metal industry as well

as logistics and ICT could be subject

i toincreased cooperation in the future.

Contractors and technical consultancy
companies from Turkiye could bring

their cost-effective, fast and high quality

solutions in infrastructure projects and
PPPs. Last but not least I shall mention
education. We expect that an increased
number of Turkish students would be

. visiting the Czech Republic. In addition
i to higher education, exchange programs

designated for vocational and technical
schools might help knowledge sharing and

bring added value. All in all, there is a wide

range of areas where companies from

both countries might further cooperate.

Current tourism figures are impressive.
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technologického poradenstvi z Turecka
by mohly pfinést sva cenové vyhodna,
rychla a kvalitni feseni, co se projektd
infrastruktury a partnerstvi verejného

a soukromeého sektoru tyce. A v neposledni
radé je treba zminit vzdélavani.
Ocekéavame, Ze by zvysené mnozstvi
tureckych studentt mohlo navstévovat
Ceskou republiku. Kromé vyssi tirovné
vzdélani by vymeénné programy urcené
pro odborna ucilisté a technicky zamérené
Skoly mohly pomoci sdileni védomosti

a prinést dalsi pridanou hodnotu. Celkem
vzato je tu siroké spektrum odvétvi, kde
by spolec¢nosti obou nasich zemi mohly
spolupracovat. Co se cestovniho ruchu
tyCe, soucasna Cisla jsou skvéla. Dovolte
mi tedy vyuzit této prilezitosti a pozvat
vsechny vase ¢tenare do Turecka nejen na
letni prazdniny, ale také k objeveni dalsich
moznosti, jako je nase bohaté kulturni
dédictvi, zimni sporty, zdravotnictvi, a to
vse spolecné s vynikajici pohostinnosti.

Jaka je v soucasné chvili situace ohledné
vstupu Turecka do Evropské unie?
Clenstvi v EU zlst4va nagim hlavnim
strategickym cilem. Soucasny narocny
vyvoj, jak na regionalni, tak svétové trovni,
poodhaluje, jak dtlezita je spoluprace mezi
Tureckem a EU, a jasné ukazuje, Ze ¢lenstvi
neni v této chvili volba, ale nutnost. Proces
prijeti je zakladem vztaht Turecka s EU.
Litujeme ale toho, Ze jednani o nasem
¢lenstvi byla pozastavena z politickych

Pomoc potrebnym
je nedilnou soucasti
naseho dedictvi.

déivodl. V soucasné chvili jsme se
propracovali Sestnéacti kapitolami procesu
o prijeti, pricemz jedna jedind z pétatriceti
kapitol byla docasné uzaviena, osm jich
zablokovala Evropska rada, sest vetovalo
Recko a Kypr. BohuZel tim, Ze Evropska
unie viceméné neché Recko délat si, co
chce, pod zaminkou ,solidarity v EU" se
vsechny aspekty vztaht mezi Tureckem

a EU nadale kazi. Jsme toho nazoru, ze
znovuoziveni vztah@l mezi Tureckem a EU
a jejich posunuti vpred by prospélo obéma
stranam rovnym dilem, hlavné kdyz
vezmeme Vv potaz naroc¢né geopolitické
podminky nejen v Evropé.
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Pfi hovoru s ceskym
premiérem Petrem
Fialou. / Talking to
the Czech Prime
Minister Petr Fiala.

STOLETA
VYROC

V roce 2023 uplynulo sto
let od vyhlaseni Tureckeé
republiky. V roce 2024

se bude slavit sto let od
navazani diplomatickych
vztaht mezi Tureckem

a Ceskem.

Navic v roce 2025 se
budova Tureckého
velvyslanectvi doZije také
sta let.

JTurecko priklada velkou
dilezitost bilateralnim
vztahtim s Ceskem, stejné
tak jako nasi spolupraci
s mezinarodnimi
organizacemi. Pevné
verim Ze spoluprace

a pratelske vztahy mezi
nasimi zememi se budou
v nadchazejicich letech
dale vyvijet a posilovat.
At Zije turecko-ceske
pratelstvi a spojenectvi!”
fika Egemen Bagis.

Interview

Let me take this opportunity to invite

all your readers to Tirkiye, not only for
summer holidays, but also to explore more
alternatives like our rich cultural heritage,

winter sports, healthcare services, coupled
i with excellent hospitality.

What is the current situation regarding

Tirkiye's entry into the EU?

Tirkiye's membership in the EU remains
our main strategic objective. Current
challenging developments, both at the
global and regional level, reveal the
importance of Turkiye-EU cooperation and
have shown that Turkiye's EU membership
is a necessity rather than a choice. The

backbone of Tirkiye-EU relations is our

accession process. Yet, we regret that our
membership negotiations were blocked for

political reasons. Today we have opened 16

chapters of the accession process, while
1 out of the 35 chapters was temporarily
closed. All in all, 8 chapters were blocked

by the EU Council, and 6 chapters
i were blocked by the Greek Cypriots.

Unfortunately, the EU's blank cheque to
the Greek Cypriots under the pretext of
"EU solidarity" continues to poison all
aspects of Turkiye-EU relations. We believe
that revitalizing Turkiye-EU relations

and advancing them in all aspects would

benefit both sides equally, particularly when

considering the challenging geopolitical
landscape in Europe and beyond.
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Jak v obchodu, tak

v investicich je pofad
prostor pro zlepSeni,’ fika
Egemen Bagis. / “In trade
as well as in investments,
there’s still room for
improvement” says
Egemen Bagis

Turecko je klicovym partnerem EU mimo
jiné v oblasti migrace. V dnesni dobé
hlavné ve spojitosti s valkou na Ukrajiné...
Béhem evakuace jsme podporili jak
Ukrajince, tak statni prislusniky tretich
zemi. Tisice Ukrajinct vstoupily do

nasi zemé skrze zjednodusené vizum

a pasoveé rizeni. Otevreli jsme zadosti

o mezindrodni ochranu pro ty, kteri utikaji
z Ukrajiny a jsou v ohrozeni. Poskytli

jsme jim strechu nad hlavou a pokryli
jejich zakladni potreby. V minulosti bylo
Turecko vzdy bezpecnym utocistém pro
lidi réznych narodnosti, nabozenského
presvédceni, ras i etnickych prislusnosti.
Pomoc potrebnym je nedilnou soucasti
naseho dédictvi.

Vidite néjaké reSeni tohoto valeéného
konfliktu?

Od sameého zacatku konfliktu prosazujeme,
Ze teseni se da dosdhnout jediné mirovym
jednanim. S timto presvédéenim jsme

také v breznu 2022 usporadali setkani
obou stran na nejvyssi irovni. Druhy rok
valky se blizi ke konci a my stéle trvame
na tomto pristupu. Zachranili jsme mnoho

8 | The Business Soirée
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Tirkiye is a key partner for the EU,
among other things, in migration.
Nowadays especially in connection with
the war in Ukraine...

During the evacuation, we supported
Ukrainians as well as third country
nationals. Thousands of Ukrainians
entered our country through facilitated
visa and passport procedures. We

have opened international protection
applications for those who flee Ukraine
and are under risk. We provided them
with shelter and basic needs. Historically,
Tirkiye has always been a safe haven for
people of different nationalities, religions,
races and ethnicities. Helping those in
need is an integral part of our heritage.

Do you see any solution to the war
conflict?

From the onset of the hostilities, we

have been advocating that a solution

to the conflict can be achieved through
negotiations. With this understanding, we
hosted the highest level meeting between
the parties since the start of hostilities

in March 2022. As the second year of the
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Zivotl tim, Ze jsme presvedcili obé strany
k vymeéné zajatct. Obilny koridor, ktery
jsme spolecné se Spojenymi narody zridili,
nejenze pomohl jak Ukrajing, tak Ruskuy,
co se exportu jejich produkt tyce, ale
takeé zajistil pristup k jidlu pro miliony lidi
v Africe a Asii. Dalsi protahovani valky
jen zvysi riziko nového vystupniovani
konfliktu a bude nadéle komplikovat
bezpecnostni dynamiku. Témto rizikim
by se dalo nejrychleji predejit, kdyby se
naslo spravedlivé a trvalé reseni celého
konfliktu. My stéle doufdme, Ze ve findle
nastanou takové podminky, které znovu
obnovi cestu diplomacie. Prece jen
Cernomotska obilna iniciativa, ktera
trvala jen rok a zmirnila celosvétovou
potravinovou krizi, ndm ukézala, ceho by
obé strany mohly dosahnout, kdyby daly
Sanci diplomacii.

V Cesku zijete uz vice nez étyii roky,
myslite si, Ze nase narody maji néco
spolecného, co se natury tyce?

Mame toho spoustu spolec¢ného. Jak Turci,
tak Cesi jsou pohostinni, pracoviti a vérni
svym zavazktm. Nenechaji se zatlacit

do kouta, protoZe jsou pysni na svou
samostatnost a svobodu, co slibi, to také
dodrzi. Také radi navzajem navstévuji své
zemé. Pratelstvi a spojenectvi jsou dilezita
jak pro Turky, tak pro Cechy.

V minulosti bylo
Turecko vzdy
bezpecnym utocistem.

Kdysi jste se nechal slysSet, Ze s rodinou
radi Zijete v Praze. UZ jste mél mozZnost
poznat néjaka dalsi mista v Cesku?
Samozrejmé uz jsme navstivili mnoho
Casti této krasné zemé, i pres omezeni
v covidové pandemii. Karlovy Vary

a Cesky Krumlov jsou jedna z nasich
nejoblibenégjsich mist. Také jsme si uzili
navstévu Pardubic, Valasského Mezirici
a Hodonina, kde jsou pohrbeni padli
turecti vojaci, kteti byli vyslani v prvni
svétové valce, aby podporili nase spojence
v Rakousku-Uhersku, a mnoho dalsich
krasnych mést. Nicméné mame porad
jesté seznam mist, ktera bychom chtéli

navstivit. Na prvnim misté je Narodni park

Ceské Svycarsko, kam bychom se chtéli
podivat letos v 1été. @
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CENTENNIAL :
ANNIVERSARIES

In 2023, one hundred
years passed since the
proclamation of the
Republic of Turkiye.

In 2024, the centennial
anniversary of the
establishment of
diplomatic relations
between the Republic

of Turkiye and the Czech
Republic will be celebrated.
In 2025, the Turkish
Embassy Residence
building is going to be one
hundred years old.
“Turkiye attaches
importance to bilateral
relations with Czechia as
well as our cooperation
within international
organizations. I firmly
believe that cooperation
and friendly relations
between our countries
will develop further and
be reinforced in the years
ahead. Long live Turkish-
(zech friendship and
alliance!”

Interview

war is about to end, we still maintain

this approach. We saved many lives
by convincing both sides to agree on
a hostage exchange. The grain corridor

we established with the UN not only

helped Ukraine and Russia to export
their products but also ensured access

to food to millions of African and Asian
i people. Further protraction of the war
. will increase the risk of a new kind of

escalation and further complicate the
security dynamics. The quickest way

to eradicate these risks would be to
find a just and lasting settlement to

the conflict. We remain hopeful that
eventually the right set of conditions will
rekindle the diplomatic track. Indeed,
the Black Sea Initiative, which lasted

a year and alleviated a global food crisis,
showed what the sides could achieve if
diplomacy was given a chance.

You have lived in the Czech Republic for

more than four years, do you think that
our nations have something in common,
some key characteristics perhaps?

i We have many things in common.

Both Turks and Czechs are hospitable,
hardworking and loyal to their
commitments. It is not easy to pressure
them because they take pride in their
sovereignty and freedom but if they

promise, they deliver. They both

enjoy visiting each other’s countries.
Friendship and alliances are important
for both Turks and Czechs.

You stated once that you and your family

love living in Prague. Have you had the
opportunity to also get to know other

places in the Czech Republic?

Of course we have visited many parts
of this beautiful country despite the
restrictions imposed by the COVID

pandemic. Karlovy Vary and Cesky

Krumlov are some of our favorite
destinations. We have enjoyed visiting
Pardubice, Valasské Meziri¢i and
Hodonin where fallen Turkish soldiers

who were sent during World War I to
i protect our allies in Austrian Hungarian

Empire against the invading forces, are

buried, as well as a number of other
beautiful cities. However we still have

a list of places to visit. On the top of that
list is the Bohemian Switzerland national

park where we are hoping to go this

summer. @
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