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Czech Republic and Israel strengthen ties: 
Czech Republic gifts KKL-JNF with new fire truck
A new Czech fire truck has made its way to Israel; its arrival in Israel symbolizes the growing friendship between Israel and the Czech Republic that began in January, 2017. The addition of this fire truck will help the Keren Kayemet Le’Israel-Jewish National Fund (KKL-JNF) fire response team act quickly and more efficiently. 
To mark the occasion, KKL-JNF hosted a delegation from the Czech Republic government in a ceremony today, August 24th, 2017, at Yatir Forest in southern Israel. In order for the fire truck to be ready for use as soon as possible, two certified Czech firefighters arrived with the delegation to guide KKL-JNF firefighters. The fire truck will be used in the northern region, specifically in the Upper Galilee and the Golan Heights.
Among the Czech delegation of 30 distinguished members were Minister of Interior, Mr. Milan Chovanec, Minister of Labor and Social Affairs, Mrs. Michaela Marksová, and Czech Republic parliament members.
New features and benefits the fire truck will include:
1) Loading capability of up to 4,500 liters of water, a great deal more than the 2,500-3,000 liters the current KKL-JNF fire trucks load.
2) Water sprinklers underneath the fire truck, which allow for safe passage over burning areas during a fire.
3) Cannons on the roof and front of the truck, which are controlled by the driver
4) Strong and reliable chassis which can withstand under great weight and pressure
5) Contains advanced four-wheel drive that will enable firefighters overcome obstacles in the field
KKL-JNF World Chairman, Mr. Daniel Atar, said at the ceremony that, "It is not obvious that we are holding such a ceremony today. Last year, we dealt with a difficult summer of arsons throughout the country. Most of them were not caused by the weather, but as part of an attempt to carry out terrorist acts in the country. When we approached KKL-JNF's presidents around the world in order to raise funds, I was very happy that Michael took this task and together with the Czech government succeeded in donating an advanced fire truck that will provide important support to the KKL-JNF firefighting system and our fight against fires."

"Israel, thanks to KKL-JNF, is the only country in the world where the number of trees grows from year to year", Atar added. "I would like to thank you, the Minister of Labor and Social Affairs and the Minister of the Interior, and also the Prime Minister and all the members of the Czech government, not only for the firetruck, but for standing next to Israel. Just recently, there was a vote aimed at defining whether Jerusalem is important to the Jewish people. The Czech Republic was one of the few countries to stand by Israel by voting against the resolution. We would be happy to strengthen cooperation between the two countries on other issues as well."
[bookmark: _GoBack]Czech Republic Minister of Interior, Mr. Milan Chovanec, said: "After the Israeli police and fire department representatives visited the Czeck Republic, I realized the unfortunate circumstances which require your country to make great efforts in the fight against terrorism. Europe has already forgotten that terrorism can be fought against. I believe we have much to learn from you on how to fight terrorism. We cherish our visits in Israel and we repeat them often. If something happens in Israel, something like the giant fires we have seen a year ago, than I hope this new fire truck will assist you in times of need and will remain useful for a long time".

Adv. Michal Pacovsky , President of Czech KKL-JNF, said: "Last year, there were many fires in Israel. We discussed this horrible catastrophe in the Czeck Republic, and we realized that in order for people to live, they need water and oxygen. These two basic components are found in the forest, and that is why it was important for us to protect the forests of Israel. The fires destroyed many trees and KKL JNF has been planting trees in Israel for 70 years. After the giant fires we realized the forests in Israel should be protected, not just for the sake of the Jewish people, but for all those living in Israel. For this reason, we gift the land of Israel today with a brand new firetruck, thanks to the Czeck Republic's government and ministers who supported this idea and helped us in making it happen. 
Many ask me why is it we help Israel. The answer is easy. It is not only because I myself am Jewish, but because Israel is the only democracy in the Middle East, and it is an example of how the desert land in the Middle East can be successfully transformed. The Negev is the only place in the world, which despite being a desert, people can live in and forests can grow in".

Rami Zaretski, the Head of Forest Fires Protection Department, said: “The Czech fire truck will significantly improve the KKL-JNF firefighting system, especially in the north. The fire truck has extremely high transferability in the field and is capable of carrying a great deal of water. Providing fire trucks with top-of-the-line equipment will immensely help KKL-JNF firefighters when executing their missions.”
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